NEWSPAPER RABIES. 

By IkVING C. ROSSE, A.M., M.D., F.R.G.S., 

Washington, D. C 

A HACKNEYED topic, but one of never-failing re* 
crudescence, with the daily press at this season is 
hydrophobia. 

Whether it is or is not a special disease, the late paper 
of Dr. W. T. Walker of Virginia, and the comments of 
the Pasteur people as to the said paper’s being utterly 
unworthy of notice, show that there is still much doubt, 
uncertainty, and even hostility in the minds of medical 
men as to the value of the so called anti rabic vaccina¬ 
tion, and even as to the existence of a special and distinct 
disease known as hydrophobia. 

In newspaper rabies from the bite of a rabid animal, 
and alleged to occur from a few days or even two years 
after the bite, the symptoms are too familiar for repeti¬ 
tion. 

While variotis citations, ancient, foreign and current, 
go to show the widespread dismay and terror respecting 
the unseen and unfelt mischief from the ravages of mad 
dogs, there occur on the other hand the expression of 
doubts of a preponderating character by able physicians 
who look upon the disease miscalled hydrophobia, as 
proceeding from the bite of a dog, as nothing more than 
one of the instances of delirimenta among the learned ; 
or as a purely contingent disease; depending for its ex¬ 
istence upon some peculiar individual state of the mind 
and body, or upon the seat and nature of the wound, 
quite independently of virus communicated by the bite. 

Out of many concurrents may be cited one whose 
name carries with it all that is estimable for integrity, 
learning and skill, the celebrated Heberdeen,* who, at 
the age of 91, in full practice in London,declares he never 
saw the disease arising from the bite of a rabid animal; 
but he decidedly mentions having witnessed the princi¬ 
pal symptoms of hydrophobia, namely, the extreme 
dread of all liquids. 

In 1826 doubts of hvdrophobia were put forward in an 

^Comment, de morb. hist, et curat, p. 136. 
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essay by White, and in 1827 Mr. Lee wrote a work 
to show that individual condition and not the injury 
prove the non existence of hydrophobia, and even went 
so far as to inoculate himself with the saliva of a rabid 
dog. About the .same time Dr. Gerard, of Paris, wrote a 
book with a similar object to show the non existence of 
the rabic virus. 

In addition to works written to prove the non exist¬ 
ence of this virus the nosological lists of past days admit 
spontaneous hydrophobia, in which the incidental loathing 
of liquids occurs in several inflammatory and nervous 
affections. 

Further exponents of the medical mind in this direc¬ 
tion were come across by me when at work on the Index 
Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, 
where occur references to hydrophobia by the hundred 
under the sub-headings of hysterical, nervous, simulated, 
spontaneous, etc. Some of these references go back to 
the Homeric era and the time of Cellius Aurelianus, who 
taught that the disease may develop in man in a sponta¬ 
neous manner; while many of the cases reported are said 
to have followed bites of cats, horses, and even those of a 
duck and a hen I am aware that it is an unenviable 
position to controvert a long established delusion and ap¬ 
pearing on the minority side of a question to launch one’s 
little barque upon a troublesome sea; but if doubting 
men had never set face against false belief and torn away 
the veil of darkness, many of our intelligent and respect¬ 
able citizens, of Massachusetts, for instance, would still 
testify in cases as to the existence of the “ evil eye,” and 
to having seen witches riding on broomsticks through 
the air. 

Without going into elaborate discussion of the sub¬ 
ject, let us determine, if possible, the present status in 
regard to that uncertain disease which writers, since the 
time of Galen, admit often exists without the symptom 
from which it takes its name. 

During many years of travel in parts of the world 
where hydrophobia is supposed to be distributed geo¬ 
graphically, I have been unable to obtain personal 
information of a single case, and many of the oldest 
practitioners of great experience in the latitudes of canine 
rabies tell me that they have never seen a case. As a 
matter of fact, they seem almost as hard to authenticate 
as shark bites which, by the way, I have spent a number 
of years in investigating. 
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In Asia Minor and in Constantinople, the home of 
pariah dogs, one never hears of hydrophobia. The Sec¬ 
retary of the Japanese Legation in Washington tells me 
that he has never known of the disease in Japan, and 
that in Korea, with more dogs than any other country, 
such a thing as hydrophobia is unheard of. In Germany 
we hear but little of it, many years going by since a case 
was reported in Berlin; in London, with its five and a 
half million inhabitants, but one case was reported in 
1892, and among 7.000 dog-bites treated in hospitals not 
one resulted in hydrophobia. The St. James Gazette of 
March 17th reports that of 8,000 stray dogs captured not 
one showed symptoms of rabies. Substantially the same 
remark applies to Birmingham. 

I have not been able to find a single authenticated 
case in the history of the Washington “dog pound,” and 
the records of the War Office are significantly scanty on 
this point. 

At the Philadelphia dog-pound not a single case has 
occurred in twenty-five years among 150,000 captured 
dogs or among the employes bitten by them. A number 
of prominent physicians of that town have been investi¬ 
gating the subject for twenty years, and have even of¬ 
fered a money award for a case. One of these, Dr. 
Dulles, says that for sixteen years he has not learned of 
a single conclusive case from a dog or any other cause. 

The statistics of New York for 35 years show nine 
years in which no death occurred, and two successive 
years in which there was not one. 

At a recent discussion of this matter before the New 
York Academy of Medicine, Dr. Landon Carter Gray 
said that there is “ not a neurologist in New York who 
had seen a case in his practice; that very few physicians 
in the country had ever seen one, and that he during 
twenty years had seen but one case, and to use a Hiberni- 
cism, he would not swear to that.” 

Dr. Birdsall had never seen a case of true rabies, but 
had seen a number of pseudo-rabies from fright, excited 
by the bites or scratch of a dog. None of these died. 

Dr. H. P. Loomis said that of 20,000 necropsies at 
Bellevue Hospital eight cases were said to be hydropho¬ 
bia, but no gross pathological lesions were found. 

Dr. J. W. Byrom said he had been engaged in experi 
mental investigations for three years; that the sub dural 
inoculation in rabies was not always fatal since five or 
six per cent, recovered; that immunity was not uniform 
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after inoculation by the ascending series of Pasteur;: 
inoculations under the skin scarcely ever produced symp 
toms, never rabies. Rabbits paralyzed with sub-dural 
inoculations if made to bite other rabbits failed to pro¬ 
duce in them rabies; he had never been able to produce 
labaratory rabies and from this get a virus which would 
cause rabies in animals when injected under the skin. 

Dr Spitzka, who showed that symptoms resembling- 
rabies may be caused by inflammation of the brain and 
meninges, said that cases heretofore recorded as rabies 
presented complex symptoms common to many different 
diseases; and that there were a number of intrinsic as 
well as facultative affections among dogs that present 
these symptoms. 

Dr. Joseph Collins of the New York Post Graduate 
Medical School informs me that he has no faith whatever 
in the cases of hydrophobia, or alleged hydrophobia, or 
in the alleged cases of hydrophobia, spurious or genuine, 
treated in the so called Pasteur Institute in New York. 

In a late report of the Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania, Dr. C. W. Dulles, after six years spent in 
collating cases of alleged hydrophobia, says that a con¬ 
siderable number are utterly incredible and wholly 
spurious; that in France, the hot bed of hydrophobia and 
other neuroses, more people die from this disease and 
“Pasteur’s disease” than used to die formerly from 
hydrophobia ; and that the claims of cure rest upon the 
stupendous folly of having “ cured ” yearly about 1,400 
Frenchmen,—more persons than have died of hydropho¬ 
bia in the United States in a century. 

The chief reason then for skepticism in regard to this 
badly elucidated disease seems to be the faulty nature 
of the evidence. Many of the so-called cases, when 
thoroughly sifted, resolve themselves into some distinct, 
recognizable disease, generally hysterical or nervous, in 
which terror and expectant attention are the main 
factors. In fact a number of other diseases besides 
hydrophobia have the common features of dread and 
inability to swallow water, associated with convulsive 
movements and psychic manifestations. 

Medical annals since the time of John Hunter, who 
sneered at hydrophobia, abound in cases in which persons 
bitten by supposed rabid animals have manifested vio¬ 
lent symptoms of hydrophobia, which have instantly 
disappeared on producing the animal in good health, 
balse or simulated hydrophobia has in numerous well- 
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authenticated instances rapidly disappeared on the show 
of a little decision on the part of the doctor or other 
person. 

Post-mortem examinations have often dispelled 
alarming announcements of hydrophobic outbreaks 
“ Genuine cases of hydrophobia ” have turned out to 
be something else after such examination. On the other 
hand, characteristic lesions of hydrophobia are found in 
perfectly healthy dogs. 

Recent advance in the study of nervous diseases 
shows that the physical and psychic features of hydro 
phobia are common features of at least thirty other dis¬ 
eases, and that the lower order of animals is subject to 
many of the same diseases that inflict man. Dogs are 
subject to leucocythemia and small-pox, being protected 
from the latter by vaccination. They also have gonor¬ 
rhoea, and I have seen one with seminal emissions and 
another with haemorrhoidal tumors. Besides they have 
dreams, illusive transformations, epilepsy and delusions 
The last-named could be easily mistaken for what is 
called hydrophobia. Moreover, many of the mental dis 
turbances supposed to be peculiar to rabies mkv be 
produced artificially. ' 

I am not aware that any one has yet isolated the 
microbe of hydrophobia. What purports to be such is 
also found in the healthy dog. There is besides no 
symptom of hydrophobia that may not be produced in 
dogs inoculated with decayed fluids, the spinal cord of a 
calf, or with soap, or with olive oil injected into the cir 
culation. 


As to Pasteur’s antirabic vaccinations, the statistics 
both in this country and abroad do not warrant definite 
results. Many patients who have been inoculated at the 
Pasteur Institutes have not previously been bitten bv 
rabid dogs, while many others, inoc-ulated after the 
method, have died of what is called hydrophobia. 

Careful collation of statistics show that in France the 
number of deaths from hydrophobia is greater than it 
was before Pasteur. The introduction of the “ infallible 
method has failed to prevent or eradicate rallies in 
dogs and in no part of the world has it diminished the 
number of deaths from hydrophobia. 

The principal contributors to the subject of late an. 
pear to be a few Italian and French physicians and the 
public press. That the Latin race finds more of this 
disease than others may be accounted for on demograohic 
grounds similar to those familiar to English-speaking 
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neurologists, namely, that many of the deductions of the 
Salpitriire do not apply to the Anglo-Saxon race. 

German writers on Thierheil Kunde make occasional 
reference only to Wasserchcu and to Maulkorb. The St. 
James' Gazette, advocating the muzzling order, was one 
of the principal promoters of the late mad-dog scare in 
England; while the numerous newspapers of our country, 
chiefly those of the Eastern towns, give reckless, exag¬ 
gerated, and irresponsible accounts of a badly elucidated 
disease, the risk of incurring which is absolutely infini 
tesimal’compared with that of bicycle accidents or being 
run over in the street. 

Dr. Dulles, of Philadelphia, during six years has col¬ 
lated seventy-eight cases claimed to be hydrophobia, 
most of which, he says, are utterly incredible and wholly 
spurious: but admitting them all as true hydrophobia 
gives a yearly average of thirteen cases for the entire 
United States, or about one case a year to four and a half 
million inhabitants. 

It is, moreover, a curious but significant fact that no 
one has yet claimed the large money award offered by 
various kennel clubs to any one who shall produce a well- 
authenticated case of hydrophobia in either man or beast. 

On the whole, then, induction from bibliographical 
references, experimental research, and clinical ex¬ 
perience seem to warrant these conclusions: 

V ist. That the notion of a toxico rabic bite is an old 
one, being mentioned by Homer but not by Hippocrates. 

2d. But few physicians have seen a genuine case of 
this complex and badly elucidated affection. 

3d. Among competent surgeons and neurologists 
there is wide difference of opinion, and even irreconcila¬ 
ble diversity as to the existence of genuine hydrophobia 

in man. , . . , 

4th. Concerning the exact value of this Pasteur 

method, there is also consideaable diversity of opinion, 
if not prepondeiant evidence of an adverse nature. 

5th And there is a difference of opinion as to whether 
pseudo-hydrophobia ever produces death. 

V 6th. In view of the uncertain knowledge of the dis¬ 
ease, which extenuates somewhat the circumstances of 
sensational publication, newspapers are hardly to blame 
for making statements inconsistent with biological or 
medical facts, since they merely reflect current opinion 
by holding the mirror up to nature and give us, so to 
speak, a radiograph of what is going on in the minds of 
medical men. 



